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Dear reader, 

The book you are about to read was written by Spanish undergraduate 

students of the World Languages & Cultures department and illustrated by 

undergraduate students of the School of Art and Design, both from Georgia 

State University. 

This project has been made with my Intermediate Spanish classes and the 

final product is a result of collaboration by the authors - students who wrote 

the original stories based on personal experiences- by the illustrators - Art 

students who gave life to the stories with a fresh and unique touch - and by 

me, who directed and supervised the whole process. 

I hope you will find the stories in Serie Leamos, appealing, interesting, and 

enjoyable. Above all, I hope that these stories will help you love reading and 

reading in Spanish. 

¡Espero que lo disfruten! 

Victoria Rodrigo 



I’d Rather Be In
Panama

Written By Natassia Badonsky
Illustrated By por Auset Ali

Serie Leamos

Art Faculty: Neill Prewitt
nprewitt@gsu.edu

Serie’s Editor: Victoria Rodrigo
vrodrigo@gsu.edu

2021 © Serie Leamos



Key Vocabulary: 
Carimañolas- small yuca fritters stuffed with cheese or 
meat
Buñuelo- fritter
Maracuyá- passionfruit
Proporciona- provides
Ingeniería – engineering
Selva – jungle
Cantidad – amount
Árboles frutales – fruit trees
Perezosos – sloths
Rana arborícola de ojos rojos – red-eyed tree frog



THIS IS THE COUNTRY 
OF PANAMA.

Panama is located here on the world map.



Panama is a beautiful country rich 
in diversity. If  you’ve never had 
the pleasure of  visiting this mar-
velous country, don’t worry! Let’s 

take a trip across Panama now. 



Our first stop is the Panama Canal. This canal is very import-
ant because it provides passage between the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans. It was one of  the most difficult engineering 

projects and has been successful and crucial. 



Now, let’s go to the island of  Taboga. The 
beaches here are divine. The water is crystal 
blue, and you can see many different marine 
animals, like humpback whales, sea turtles, 

and manta rays.
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But even if  you don’t visit any of  them, you can always 
hop in a car and take a drive to admire all the natural 
beauty the jungles offer.  Here, you can find a large 
amount of  fruit trees, flowers and exotic animals. It is 

normal to see toucans, monkeys, sloths and ocelots. 
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If  you’re lucky, you can even see a 
jaguar or a red-eyed tree frog. 
But don’t get too close! Some of  

these animals can be dangerous!
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Everywhere you look in Panama, 
you can see flowers. You can see red 
hibiscus flowers, purple orchids, and 

pink heliconias. 
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You can also find many 
fruit trees like papaya, 
coconut, passionfruit, 

orange and mango. 

Passionfruit Coconut
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Now, let’s explore Panamanian food. 

adobo. Chicheme is a drink made from sweet corn and con-
densed milk. All of  these are equally delicious! 

Patacones
Carimañolas 

Many of  Panama’s specialties are breakfast foods.
Carimañolas are small yuca fritters stuffed with cheese 

or meat. Patacones are slices of  fried plaintain with

Chicheme



Lastly, let’s meet the indigenous people of  
Panama. There are 7 different indigenous 
populations in Panama. They are so kind, 
and it is important to respect them and sup-

port them.



Very often you can find them
selling their homemade 
wares. They make blankets, 
art pieces, wallets and hats.

Hats
Artwork

WalletsBlankets



As you can now see, Panama is such a 
diverse country. The Panamanian 
economy is dependent on the tourists 
that come and visit. Hopefully, this 
story inspires you to take a trip there!






