
Written By: 
Jesus Maldonado Padilla

Illustrated and Designed By: 

Infinity Coleman

Serie Leamos



Serie Leamos
Art Instructor: Kessle Silva
ksilva13@gsu.edu
Editor: Victoria Rodrigo
vrodrigo@gsu.edu
2022 © Serie Leamos



Dear reader,

The book you are about to read was written by Spanish 
undergraduate students of the World Languages & Cultures 
department and illustrated by undergraduate students of the 
School of Art and Design, both from Georgia State University.
This story is an English translation of the Spanish original.

This project has been made with my Spanish classes and the final
product is a result of collaboration by the authors -students who 
wrote the original stories based on personal experiences-, and by 
the illustrators -Art students who gave life to the stories with a 
fresh and unique touch-. Kessle Silva supervised the illustration 
process and I supervised the writing process.

I hope you will find the stories in Serie Leamos, appealing, 
interesting, and enjoyable. Above all, I hope that these stories will 
help you love reading and writing in Spanish.

¡Espero que lo disfruten!

Victoria Rodrigo



Vocabulary
Afrolatino- Mixed people with one 

Latino parent and one  
African parent.

Albinismo- Albinism

Boricua- Puerto Rican

Cantidad- Quantity

Continuar- Continue 

Etnia- Ethnicity

Grupo Sanguineo- Blood type

Mijo (Mi hijo)- My son

Pigmentation- Pigment

Sonreir- To smile
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Written By: 
Jesus Maldonado Padilla

Original Story

Illustrated and Designed
By: Infinity Coleman
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Characters

Anuel
Father
Mother
Timba
Cynthia

Alejandra
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It was a sunny day in the Bronx. Anuel and his 
father were conversing while Anuel’s sisters and
his best friend, Timba, play in the park. 
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Anuel had a very important question for his father.

9



10



Anuel asked, “Papa, why don’t my
sisters and I look alike? Why do my sisters
have a different skin color from me?”
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His father responded,

“There are many reasons for
this my son, but I will explain this topic 
to you in a simple way, in three parts.”
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His father continued, “First, you must understand
that skin tone is determined by pigmentation.
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Every human on this earth has it.
If someone has more pigmentation,
their skin is darker. If someone has less
pigmentation, their skin is lighter. 

14



15



16



Furthermore, even all the plants and animals 
have pigmentation. Its nothing special. There 
are different quantities in different people.
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Unless a person has a mutation called 
albinism, which causes any plant or 
animal to not have pigmentation.
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Hola
Bonjour

guten tag
Hello
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Hola

Anuel’s eyes were wide with excitement,
 “Please continue Papa!” he said. 

“Okay,” said Anuel’s dad, “Pigmentation doesn’t
affect whether your history or your people are from 
Puerto Rico, Russia, or Turkey. Nor whether you can 
speak Spanish, Japanese, or Arabic. Pigmentation 
doesnot determine culture or ethnicity.”

salve

konnichiwa

alaikum
Goddag
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His father continued, “Your sister Cynthia has darker skin 
than your mother, you , and me. However, she’s our family, 
she has the same blood type as your mother and me.  
AB Negative. It is the rarest blood type in the world. 
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She is Latina and Puerto Rican because her parents, us, are  
Boricua. It’s the same for your sister Alejandra. She has  
lighter skin than you, I and your mother. But she is not  
white, gringa, or European. She is Boricua too.
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Anuel thought for a moment. Then he said, 
“But my best friend Timba Lopez, said that he 
is Afro Latino, not Latino. And he has the same 
skin color hair and skin as Cynthia.” 
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“That’s a good question my son,” said Anuel’s father,  
Timba’s father is from Venezuela and his mother is from 
Chad,a country in Africa. They all have the same blood type, 
but Timba is Afro-Latino because he has a Latino father and
an African mother. Cynthia doesn’t have an African parent, 
so she is only Latina and Puerto Rican like her family.
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Anuel thought for a moment, “Thanks, But I have 
one more question. If our culture and ethnicity are 
Boricua and Latino, what is our race?”, asked Anuel.

His father smiled, proud of his son for thinking such 
complicated questions. And he responded, 

“Human, my son.”
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