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Dear reader,

The book you are about to read was written by Spanish 
undergraduate students of the World Languages & Cultures 
department and illustrated by undergraduate students of the 
School of Art and Design, both from Georgia State University. 
This story is an English translation of the Spanish original.

This project has been made with my Spanish classes and the final 
product is a result of collaboration by the authors– students who wrote 
the original stories based on personal experiences–, and by the 
illustrators– Art students who gave life to the stories with a fresh and 
unique touch. Kessle Silva supervised the illustration process and I 
supervised the writing process.

I hope you will find the stories in Serie Leamos, appealing,
 interesting, and enjoyable. Above all, I hope that these stories 
will help you love reading and writing in Spanish.

¡Espero que lo disfruten!

Victoria Rodrigo
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I Know Who I Am



Glad – Alegre
Closet – Armario
Afraid – Asustado
Teach – Enseñar

Uncomfortable – Incómodo
Young – Joven

Hide – Ocultar
Thoughts – Pensamientos

React – Reaccionar
Disown – Repudiar



Dad

Francisco

Mom

Sister



When I was younger...



... I always knew I was different from other guys.



In my house, I was taught 
that being homosexual was 
wrong and against God.



From that moment, I never thought about it.



It was after I graduated 
from high school that 
those thoughts 
came back.



It wasn’t until I went to college...

... that I  came to full 
terms with my identity.



It was like a new 
beginning in my life. 
I made new friends 
in college who 
supported who
I am.

I’ve never felt more 
loved in my life.



   I  knew that I would have to   
  tell my parents and my sister  
 because we try not to keep 
secrets from eachother.



However, I was scared 
because I didn’t know
how they would react.  
   



I was afraid that they  
 would disown me 
and want nothing  
to do with me.



I decided to tell my sister first 
because we have always 
supported each other.

One day, we were swimming in 
the pool at our house, I told her
that we should have a serious talk.



I told her that I am gay and 
that I always knew it, but I 
was afraid to say it.



She told me, “Yes. I have always known and    
 I support you forever and ever.”

Hearing her say that made me
very happy, because I never knew
she would support me so much.



She made me realize that 
coming out of the closet 
wasn’t that hard.

She told me that I had to tell
my parents because she 
could’t hide it forever.



After a couple of months, 
I sat down with my parents 
in the living room and told 
them we needed to talk.



I told them that I had been 
confused about myself for 
a while and finally came to 
terms with my identity.

I got very nervous because my 
parents were silent. At first, 
they couldnt believe it.



It was awkward for a moment, 
but eventually they told me 
that it didn’t matter because 
they will always love me.



I was glad they 
were open-minded 
about my situation.



I learned that day that I shouldn’t 
be afraid to tell people about 
the person I’ve become.

So, never be afraid to tell people who 
you are because you will be surprised.



Today,

I know who I am.
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