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Dear reader,

The book you are about to read was written by Spanish undergraduate
students of the World Languages & Cultures department and illustrated 
by undergraduate students of the School of Art and Design, both from 
Georgia State University. This story is an English translation of the Spanish 
original. This project has been made with my Spanish classes and the final 
product is a result of collaboration by the authors and students who wrote 
the original stories based on personal experiences, and by the illustration 
students who gave life to the stories with a fresh and unique touch. 
Kessle Silva supervised the illustration process and I supervised the writing
process. I hope you will find the stories in Serie Leamos, appealing,
interesting, and enjoyable. Above all, I hope that these stories will help 
you love reading and writing in Spanish.

¡Espero que lo disfruten!

Victoria Rodrigo
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• Vocabulary

Abrumado/a – Overwhelmed
 Autista – Autistic
 Autoestimularse – To self-stimulate, to stim
 Balancearse – To swing
 Calcetines mullidos – Fuzzy socks
 Discapacitado/a – Disabled 
 Espectro – Spectrum
 Hiperactiva – Hyper, Hyperactive
 Indicador social – Social cue
 Meticuloso/a – Meticulous
 Morado/a - Purple
 Peculiaridad – Peculiarity
 Permitir – To allow
 Prejuiciar – To be prejudice
 Sentir – To feel
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 Hi! My name is Chase, and I am autistic.

I live on my purple island. 
On the purple island, 
I can be myself.
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 When I am away from my 
purple island, I often try to 
hide my quirks because 
people be prejudice and 
discriminatory towards 
disabled people.

At least I can do some of the following 
things on my purple island.10 11



 I have to be meticulous. Everything has to be 
even and uniform. 4 is my favorite number.  Even though I enjoy the taste of a food, if I do not like the 

color, smell, or texture, I won’t eat it. For example, I like the 
taste of creamy sauces. But I don’t like the texture.12 13
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 I don’t like the feel of velvet because it 
feels rough to me. But I love the feel of 
braids and soft blankets because they 
feel soft to me

14
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 Also, I can be sensitive. 
My feelings are very sensitive, so 
I can be easily overwhelmed. 

If I am happy, 
I can be hyperactive

If I am anxious, I may 
self-stimulate and do things 
like swing back and forth or 
move my hands.
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Also, I may communicate in a different way. 
Sometimes I can’t match my expression to 
how I feel, or I don’t understand social cues.

For example, it is difficult for 
me to distinguish between the 
truth and a lie or joke. 
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And I can talk too much about something I like. Also, 
I can obsess over the things I like. I love music, fuzzy 
socks, and history. And I love the color purple. 
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Overall, autistic people belong to a 
spectrum where there are different 
capabilities and disabilities unique to 
each person. On my island I am safe 
because it allows me to express what 
makes me different.

Thank you, my purple island. 
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