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Dear reader,

The book you are about to read was written by Spanish 
undergraduate students of the World Languages & Cultures 
department and illustrated by undergraduate students of the School 
of Art and Design, both from Georgia State University. This story 
is an English translation of the Spanish original. This project has 
been made with my Spanish classes and the final product is a result 
of collaboration by the authors -students who wrote the original 
stories based on personal experiences-, and by the illustrators -Art 
students who gave life to the stories with a fresh and unique touch-. 
Neill Prewitt supervised the illustration process and I supervised the 
writing process. I hope you will find the stories in Serie Leamos, 
appealing, interesting, and enjoyable. Above all, I hope that these 
stories will help you love reading and writing in Spanish. ¡Espero 
que lo disfruten!

Victoria Rodrigo
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Abrazos - Hugs 
Camiseta - Tee  shirt

Campo de beisbol - Baseball field 
Entrenador - coach

Esxaparse - To escape
Gorra - Cap

Guante - Glove
Mientras - While
Mono - Monkey 

Pelota - Ball 
Sueno - dream

Terminando - Finish
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Vocabulary



Zeke the Monkey 
Tom the Elephants 

Zeke’s Parents 
The Coach
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Characters



There is a little monkey named Zeke.

Zeke is very kind and has big dreams.
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Every night he dreams about playing baseball 
and being famous.
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His parents say: “No, no, no, you should study to be 
smart when you grow up”. Zeke is very sad.
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So, one day he runs away from 
home with a baseball glove and a 
ball. Zeke goes to the baseball field 
to look for someone to play with.
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“Hi, can I play with the baseball 
team?” He asks the coach.
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“No.”, says the coach. “You’re 
too small to play baseball. Go 
home and study.”. Zeke cries 
because he feels alone. 
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An elephant sits next to Zeke. He has glasses and 
a baseball t-shirt and a cap. The elephant asks him, 
“What is your name?” Zeke looks at the elephant. 

“My name is Zeke. And you?”

“My name is Tom.” Tom says. 
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“Do you play baseball?” The elephant asks Zeke. 

“I want to, but my parents want me to study. And the 
coach thinks I’m too small.” Says the monkey.
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Tom says, “One day you will be bigger than you are 
now. You can study while you are small are small. And 

you can play when you’re older.”
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Zeke never thought about his future. “Tom is right. I 
can play baseball when I am done with school”, he 
thought. Now he feels bad about running away from 

his parents. “Thank you sir”, says Zeke.
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Zeke says goodbye to the 
elephant and goes home.
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When he arrives, his parents give him hugs and kisses. 
“Sorry, mom. Sorry, Dad. I love you”, says Zeke.
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His parents say, “We love you too, Zeke.” His parents 
look at Zeke say: “We decided you can play baseball 

when you finish your homework.”
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Zeke smiles. “Oh, thank you!” He replies.
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And Zeke never asks for anything else. 
It is important to have dreams for the 
future, but also necessary to study for 
the sake of doing them.
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The end. 20
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